‘LIFE’ TO FACE 
^-?L1BEL CHARGE 

Casino Operator Suing 
^ for $6 Million 


(Th« Anoclottd Press) 

WASHINGTON (AP) - The 


Supreme Court soon will have to 
deal with a libel charge against 
Life magazine, which has raised 
questions ab^t Justice Abe 
Fortas’s conduct. 


In the case, already docketed, 
Life is the defendant in a $6^mil- 
lion suit brought by Michael J. 
McLaney, a casino operator ; 
who lives in Miami Beach. 


The suit is based on Me- j 
Laney’s claim be was tied to ^ 
“the mob“ in a Feb. 3, 1967, ar- 1 
tide titled “The Scandal in the • 
Bahamas.'* i 


The U.S. Circuit Court in New • 
Orleans entered a judgment for 
Ufe's publisher, Time, Inc., last 
January but McLaney is appeal- 
ing to the Supreme Court for . 
reversal. 

•. TENDERED * 

Life set new controversy! 
swirling about the court last ! 
week with dlsdosure that For- j 
tas was tendered a fee by the 
famUy of industrialist Louis E. 
Wolfson in 1966. 

Fortas said he was given a fee 
to do some writing for the foun- 
dation but returned it after de- 
,Ciding he did not have time to 
/do the work. ; ^ 

McLaney ran the Jpamif 
casino in Havana's 
donal during the Batis^ re- 
gime, The arBde related he had 
provided free airlifts for candi- 
dates of the Progressive Liberal 
Party in a Bahamas election. 

DEUCATE ASPECT 
The case deals with a delicate 
aspect of Ubel law— Klefinition of 
a public figure. 

Under Supreme Court ded- 
sions, public figures cannot col- 
lect libel damages unless they 
prove actual malice on the part 
of the publication. 

The circuit court conduded 
McLaney fit the definition be- ; 
cause “he had injected himself • 
into an election campaign in a : 
small foreign country. . . 

Now the Supreme Cour^ in ) 
the wake of the Fortas disclo- \ 
sure, will have the final say. I 


